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President Obama addressed a joint session of Congress on 
February 24, 2009 and announced that health care reform 

cannot wait.
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� Since 1976, the Hyde Amendment 
has prohibited federal funding for 
abortion care , except in cases of 
rape, incest  and a threat to the 
woman’s life. 

� At the same time, more than 85% of 
private insurance plans currently 
cover abortion care.



�����������������
�����	�� �����



!�����������������	���
"����#�$"�����%



������&&�����������

� Maintains the Hyde Amendment, but 
allows for abortion coverage in the 
exchange.

� Funds used to pay for abortion care 
to come out of user premiums, not
tax dollars.

� Requires at least one plan that 
covers abortion care and one that 
does not.

Pro-Choice Rep. Lois Capps 
(D-CA)
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� Stupak-Pitts Amendment = 
Ban on Health Insurance 
Coverage of Abortion.

� No one who receives any 
level of subsidy can buy a 
plan that covers abortion in 
the new exchange.

Anti-Choice Rep. Bart Stupak 
(D-MI)
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Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid
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� “Separate checks” rule

� Eliminates Capps                                
requirement that at least                             
one plan offer abortion                                
coverage.

� States can prohibit abortion                       
coverage.

� The result? Unprecedented restrictions 
on abortion coverage.

Anti-Choice Sen. Ben Nelson 
(D-NE)
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Bipartisan health care summit on February 25, 2010.


